
The Queen.sland Gover:.nment has intr.oduced d system of
Industry Self Regulation in the Road TLdnSport of
Grain and Sugar Cane fxom Farm to silo ox Hill

SELF REGULATION

Tinniswood
Weight of Loads

Department

AN ALTERNATIVE OPTION TO DEREGULATION

This paper. elfplores the theory,. principal elements and
motivation xequired to achieve a succes,st'ul outcome
fOL all parties concerned" which includes Growers;
GLain Handling Authorities" Mill owners" TranSpoIt
Operators; Shire Councils and Government, The system
has been ,successfully implemented in the Grain and
sugar Cane situations and extended in d modified
version to cover the tLanspor.t of wg Timber t'Lom
Forest to Hill

The data submi tted wi th the paper shows how .successful
the system is in eliminating the heavy overloaded road
transport vehicles without using Government law
enforcement

It is agreed that some of the principles a,s applied to
grain cannot be utilised to cover the full spectrum of
the Road Transport Industry but with modification
the:c'e is the OppOL tuni ty to use this method of
negotiation to achieve a middle gr'Ound mutually
acceptable to Industry and Gove:cnment
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SELF REGULATION AN ALTERNATIVE OPTION TO DEREGULATION

Introduction:

This paper relates to the enforcement of mass limitations placed
on load carrying road vehicles by both Manufacturers and Government
Authorities" These limitations are imposed for the safety of all
road users. £01: the protection of roads. bridges and the environment"

Vehicle manufacturers gross mass limits must not be exceeded in the
interest of :road safety whilst road surfaces and bridges are
protected by Government Authorities fixing maximum axle. axle group
and loaded mass limitations"

Maximum load limits aimed at preservation of roads and bridges in
Queensland have been determined by Main Roads in consultation with
other Government bodies and the transport industry_

Unfortunately there are operators who deliberately load in excess
of these load limits for selfish and short term personal gain" This
has resulted in Main Roads employing enforcement officezs operating
portable weighing machines and fixed weighbridges.

Keeping all this in mind
deregulation be successfully
transport in the foreseeable

the question to be answered is "Can
implemented into the mass area of road
future?"

'I'he answer in my opinion is tlNo" and thus an a1 ternative option
shoul d be researched.

Theory -

Main Roads has done considerable research into a system of self
regulation by industry in an endeavour to restrict road damage
whilst also benefiting industry.. The theory being that if both
sides give a little the community in general benefits a lot ..

From Main Roads point of view enforcement has two effects-

a punitive effect by breaching and prosecution Cie) average
fine at present is $320.00 in Queensland.

a deterrent effect by the presence of enforcement Cie) one
million vehicles a year travel over the weighbridges legally
loaded.. If there were no weighbridges~I have no doubt a high
per'centage of these vehicles would be overloaded.
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Field Enforcement must continue in its present format to maintain
the existing level of enforcement but there should also be
expansion into other methods that will achieve greater conformity
as field enforcement alone cannot contain overloadin~,

Statistics obtained £:rom data provided by the CuIway system~ which
is a data collection device fitted to a cuI vert~ clearly support
the theory that some vehicle operators grossly overload when
enforcement officers are not present"

Principal Elements

The principal elements used for self regulation to date are listed
below.

Existence of a problem area within an industry that cannot
be resolved by normal methods"

rhe project must be of sufficient dimension to warrant
negotiations ..

Willingness for both parties to negotiate"
give and take on both sides.

There must be

Both pa~ties must end up with an improved situation,

Firm guidelines must be laid down and agreed to by both
parties"

Industry must stand firm and
policies regardless of pressure
relax negotiated guidelines.

implement self regulation
from within the industry to

Industry must have the machine~y to effect self
regulation"

Enforcement is handled by monitoring the policy
and using field officers only in cases where
is being abused,

negotiated
the policy

Involvement of and acceptance by all othe~ interested
pa~ties prior to guidelines being finalised" (ie) local
Authorities"

All transport ope~ators involved in ca:ttage under the
agreement are subject to the agreement"

Industry provide the po1 icing..
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Motivation Required

Motivation comes from both parties ending up with an improved
situation"

Industry are motivated by

A slight increase in weights by way of concession or
al ternatively a relaxation on axle weights

Increased p~oductivity through no Government Field
Enforcement.
( No weighings no hold up to delivery No fines)

Government is motivated by

Decrease in road damage

Increase in road safety

Deployment of enforcement personnel giving greater
surveillance to areas not urAer self regulation agreement..

Elimination of gross overloading from self regulated areas

Industry acceptance that they must play their part in road
preservation

Results ·0£ self regulation to date. The level of mass
control could not have been achieved by any other method
than industry invol vement

Restriction of concessions to short haul

Self Regulation Agreements

I will now move into the area of explaining how self regulation has
been applied to various industries in Queensland"

Cartage of Grain From Farm to Silo

Background

Over'loading on vehicles carting grain from farm to silo was a
continuing pr'oblem which had increased substantially in recent
years" Figures indicated that 80% of vehicles carting grain were
loaded above the legal limit with many being more than 100%
overloaded"
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GrosS masses of 60 tonnes were quite common for vehicles having a
legal gross mass of 38 tonnes.

Economic pressures were forcing growers and transport operators to
overload~ and they were prepared to take the chance of being booked
and fined.

The visible damage to the road system was
concerned Main Roads. Local Authorities
the affected areas"

considerable
and people

and greatly
resident in

The Queensland Transport Advisory Committee. compr~sLng the
Commissioners of Police.Transport and Main Roads. expressed concern
from the aspect of road safety pointing out difficulty experienced
in pulling up an overloaded vehicle unexpectedly. and the strain
placed on the vehicles components"

Main Roads responded to the problem by employing high levels of
surveillance. This had the desired effect with all vehicles
reducing their loads to regulation limits~ which to the approval
of most people, caused major dissatisfaction among growe:rs and
t:ransport operators" In three days saturation surveillance at
Goondiwindi~ a town in centre of grain a:rea~the Silo intake reduced
from 10,000 tonne a day to 6~000 tonne a day during peak harvest,
An article in the "Goondiwindi Argus" covering the situation is
shown as appendix 1..

Discussions with Industry and Others

Main Roads discussed the problem with representatives of Bulk
Grains Queensland, which controls the intake of grain from farm to
si1o~ Queensland Grain Growers Association, Transport Depa:rtment
and Local Authorities in an endeavour to find a solutio~

All concerned acknowledged that

overloading was rife;

it was causing severe road damage;

it must be brought under control;

self regulation of the industry is the preferred method of
control to cut out excessive ove:r'loading.

Early submissions by the grain industry to alleviate the problem
centred around permission to carry a fixed volume of grain~

monitored by the use of a loading line painted on the sides of the
container"
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From the practical viewpoint there were four main reasons why this
approach was not acceptable:-

l.. Variation in densities of grain.

2" Variation in tare of vehicles used to cart grain"

3" local Authority opposition to the concept"

4" Difficulty in assuring the volume in a container lined with
fabric or with a non-planar top surface on the grain..

Hain Roads Investigations

Main Roads sought the opinion of Transport Department and the local
Authorities in grain growing areas"

Transport Department had no objection to a concession provided the
concession was confined to the transport of grain from farm to
storage facilities in country areas~ and not extended for carriage
to Brisbane and other major provincial cities..

Of the Iocal Authorities contacted 80% advised they would support a
concession"

Main Roads Engineers carried out an extensive study on the impact
of all aspects of a concession based on the remaininglife
expectancy of roads to be used and the masses currently carried,

These studies showed that a 10% concession, rigidly enforced by
self regulation within the industry, would result in considerably
less damage to the road system provided the concession was limited
to the farm to country silo situation.

The Industry Viewpoint

The Grain GrowerS Association representatives, supported by Bulk
Grains, believed that an allowance of 20% above gross mass
Regulation Limits was the minimum concession required for
acceptance of a self regulating system within the industry..

Negotiated Agreement - Self Regulation

Following considerable discussion, the parties invol ved (Main
Roads, Grain Growers Association, Bulk Grains) identified a
compromise solution" In August 1986 the following agreement was
adopted -

122,



TINNISlIOOD

Load Concessions for Cartage of Grain From Farm to Country Depots

(i) Concession of 15% be allowed on gross mass (Le"s no breach
for loads up to this limit).

(ii) Concession to apply from farm to country depot only.

(iii) Concession to apply to Wheat aud Barley controlled by
Bulk Grains Ql d"

(iv) Axle weights not enforced but carriel::s must load to
achieve an appropriate distribution to all axle groups"

Cv) The vehicle manufacturer's ratings (GVM/GCM) must not be
exceeded (safety requirement) ..

(vi) Concession to apply until introduction of auy load increases
arising out of the Review of Road Vehicle Limits s at which
time it will be reassessed.

(vii) Any local Authority road which shows premature damage during
harvest may be withdrawn from the provisions of this
proposal.

(viii) Vehicles detected by enforcement officers with loads in
excess of the 15% concession may be prosecuted at any time..

Self Regulation by Industry

(i)

Cii)

(iii)

Bulk Grains Queensland to advise Main Roads of all vehicles
loaded in excess of the 15% concession. No prosecution
action to take place on this advice..

Bulk Grains Queensland to refuse to accept grain where the
loading exceeds 20%over regulation gross limits.. The
rejected load must be returned to the farm of origin for
load adjustment.. (The latter is required to pre-empt
establishment of a temporary storage industry adjacent to
the depot, specifically to reduce the grain content of
overloaded trucks).

A sticker be fitted on trucks/prime movers to enable
Bulk Grains Queensland staff, enforcement officers, owners
and transport operators to recognise applicable gross mass
limits ..
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Genera1 Outcome

rhe 15% concession on gross mass benefits the grain industry by a
25% increase in the amount of grain carried (ie) a six axle rig
payload increased from 20 tonne to 25 tonne"
Overal1~ the compromise represented a measurable improvement on the
impact on the road system~ somewhat less beneficial than the 10%
concession originally proposed by Main Roads but more beneficial
than the 20% concession sought by the industry"

Implementation

'!'he initial self regulation proposal was implemented for the 1986
Wheat and Barley harvest and its success resulted in the extension
of the concession to include -

The Peanut Marketing Board
The Rice Marketing Board
The Atherton Tableland Maize Marketing Board
'I'he Navy Bean Marketing Board
The Central Queensland Sorghum Marketing Board

In addition Bulk Gt'ains Queensland agreed to monitor all grains
taken into their storage not subject to control by a statutory
board. These grains include- Sorghum (grown in South East
Queensland) 5 Sunflower5 Maize5 Soybean and Safflower..

Re-Negotiated Concession

The grain vehicle concession was reviewed for 1987 harvests in
light of Queensland's adoption of increased weights as recommended
by the National Review of Road Vehicle Limits.

The review resulted in the concessional and refusal weights
remaining unal tered with the exception of a tandem drive prime
mover drawing a triaxle trailer and road train configurations using
triaxle trailers .. In these cases which involved only 5 vehicle
configurations the concessional weight was increased by 1 tonne"
This resulted in the 15% being nullified and the actual percentage
concession allowed currently varies from nil to 15%.. The vehicle
coding. applicable weights and the relative percentage over
regulation limits are shown as appendix (ii).

Full details of the renegotiated concession are shown on the QGGA
brochure" Shown as appendix (iii) ..

Results

The following results show what an outstanding success self
regulation has been in the grain industry"
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Results of Harvests (1986 - 1987)

Wheat

Year Total Loads Exceeding Concession % In Excess Rejected Loads

1986 - 45901 2870 6.25 146

1987 - 34187 2393 6,,99 110

Barley

1986 - 12591 114 ,,91 3

1987 - 9757 81 ,,83 2

Rice (1986 - 87)

Summer 1986
941 70 7,,44 1

Winter 1987
768 25 3,,26 Nil

Summer 1987
864 31 3.59 Nil

Navy Beans (1987)

542 7 1. 29 3

Peanuts (1987)

4678 8 .17 1

Sorghum (1987)

14877 1374 9,,23 17

Maize (1987)

1410 8 ,,5 Nil

B""G""Q. (Non Statutory Grains) (1987)

18158 648 3",56 17
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Current Situation

The 1986 and 1987 Wheat and Barley harvests have been small in
comparison with the 1985 harvests. which. although not a good
result for farmers. has enabled any problem area in the self
regulation process to be resolved with minimum delay" This has
resulted in an excellent system that now works well in the grain
industry as shown in the Grain Grower article (see appendix (iv).

Cartage Of Sugar Cane - Farm to Mill

Background

!he introduction of self regulation for the grain industry resulted
in an application from the Maryborough Cane Growers Association for
the self regulation system to be applied in their situation. where
160 growers deliver cane by road transport to one milL The mill
management indicated their willingness to be the regulating
authority.

Department Investigation

Departmental investigations revealed there was no reason in
principle why a concession could not be applied to the particular
situation in Maryborough. which is unique in the Queensland sugar
industry because all cane is carted to mill by road transport.
Self regulation requirements could be fulfilled and the mill agreed
to provide all documentation and reject loads..

Before proceeding the Department -

sought information from the Cane Growers Council on the extent
of road transport of cane from farm to mill and how it operates
in all areas of Queensland

researched the extent of overloading from Maryborough Mill
records which showed overloading was rife and adequate
Government surveillance was impossible

obtained support from the relevant Shire Councils on
implementing the concession

sought the
Queensland
Maryborough

feelings of all
who subsequently
application.
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Negotiated Agreement

The Concession

Applies to all vehicles carrying Sugar Cane from farm to
the Maryborough Sugar Factory"

Concession loads will be identical to those negotiated
with the Queensland Grain Growers Association.

Operators will be required to ensure appropriate
load dist:ribution to all axle groups" Vehicles found to
excessively exceed regulation axle loads are subject to
enforcement action"

Growers and Carriers to ensure the manufacturers GVM/GCM
ratings are not be exceeded" Concessiona! loading is
subject to compliance with the manufacturers ratings"
Vehicles found to exceed the manufacturers rating are
subject to enforcement action"

Stickers designed to give easy recognition of the concession
weights will be issued to operators"

Self Regulation

Maryborough Sugar Factory to administer self regulation on
behalf of the industry" Loads exceeding the concession weight
will be liable to checking on the road and prosecution for
any breaches detected"

Loads exceeding the concession weight but less than the
refusal limits will be received at the mill but reported to
Main Roads. The Department at its discretion will counsel
or warn operators exceeding the concession" Prosecutions
will not be commenced on these notifications"

Loads which exceed the refusal limits will be rejected. They
must return to the farm of origin"

The Main Roads Department will take action if operators with
rejected loads try to circumvent the self regulation system,
for example, by reducing the load at nearby premises.

Cane must come
Maryborough City

to the
CounciL

factory by routes approved by the
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Mill to supply a weekly computer print out showing -

vehicle identification
vehicle code
weighing number on intake
gross weight of vehicle
concession weight
percentage over or under concession weight
total number of vehicles per week
number of vehicles over the concession
percentage of vehicles over the concession

The figures submitted to be the full intake record.

Current Situation

The self regulation scheme was introduced for the 1987 cane harvest
and the results of the harvest are as follows -

Total tonnage received

Total number of vehicle deliveries

Total number below concession

Percentage of vehicles below concession

Number of loads rejected

491,410

22.314

21.783

97,62%

25

A br'eak down of the vehicle type used with relevant information
shows the magnitude of the success of this operation which went
from a situation where overloading was rife to a situation where
the great majority of vehicles were on average under legal
regulation limits.

END OF SEASON DELIVERY TRANSACTION SUMMARY
Loads Loads

Vehicle Total under over Average Legal
Type Loads Conc. Conc" Weight Limit

1-1-1 59 49 10 24.53 24.00
1-1-2 1389 1370 19 28.68 30,,00
1-2-2 4639 4549 90 36.07 36,,00
1-2-3 15975 15588 387 40.S4 41.00
1-2-4 252 227 25 43,,59 41..00
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Log Timber - Forest to Mill

Background

The logging industry have been approaching the Queensland
Government for enforcement on a volume rather than a weight basis
since 1960..

Briefly the position is as fol1ows:-

Investigations undertaken on a number of occasions in various
localities by the Department, in conjunction with hauliers and
Forestry Department Officers, have shown that the adoption of a
load volume system is quite impracticable because of the variation
in densities of timber from different localities"

Tests have established that there can be la:rge variations within'
species of timber. Forestry Department Officers have advised that
these variations are due largely to moisture content which. in
Queensland conditions, fluctuates over a wide range from locality
to locality and from season to season.

As an indication, in relation to North Queensland timbers, the
Forestry Department advised as fol10ws:-

variation in Percentage
cubic metres per tonne fluctuation

Forest Hardwood 0.70 0,,90 28.6

Kauri Pine 1.,05 l..20 14,,3

Mixed Scrubwoods 0.75 l..15 60,,0

Plantation Timbers 0.75 0,,85 13.3

The only way a volume based arrangement could be applied would be
to base the load allowed on the lowest volume per tonne recorded
for a particular species. This was not acceptable to log hauliers..

The Queensland Government suggested the installation of on-board
load cell weighing devices as a means of overcoming the log timber
problem.

In November 1986 the Queensland Timber Board submitted a paper
outlining the Board's proposal to introduce new technology to the
transport section of the Queensland Timber Industry. Basically
this proposal concluded that the industry should standardize itself
upon the use of the load cell weighing devices, provided the
Government contribute towards the introduction of the equipment in
a positive manner.. (ie) grain concession weights..
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In this way, contractors would have some leeway, by way of the
additional weights, which would allow them to amortize the capital
investment needed to install on-board load cell weighing devices"

The Government responded by conducting Interdepartmental
discussions and investigations which resul ted in the following
proposal being accepted by the industry in July 1987"

Concession for Cartage of Log Timber from Forest to Sawmill

A concession will be granted for cartage of log timber from the
Forest to Sawmills subject to self regulation by the industry"
This concession is of the same order as that granted for the
cartage of grain from farm to country depot.

The operation of self regulation is to be carried out by either of
two methods -

(1) On-board scales fitted to the vehicle..

(2) The vehicle is weighed as paIt of the Forestry DepaItment
pIocedures fOI assessment of Ioyalty. The weighing certificates
( Certified Weighbridge status is mandatory) are supplied to
Main Roads by the Forestry Department for checking to ensure
concession weights are being carried.. This method is similar to
the operation of the grain concession but in this case Forestry
Department are the I policemen I .'

If operators are detected with loads over the concession the
concession will be withdrawn.

This concession is subject to compliance with manufacturer's
GVM/GCM rating"

Implementation of the concession will be effected through Main
Roads by way of issue of a concession certificate"

Implementation and Results

After 5 months operation 61 operators have been granted concession
certificates with 36 operators having installed on board weighing
devices.

Main Roads has developed a close association with Forestry
Department since the implementation and very close scrutiny has
been applied to the situation, 'Io date only a few oper'ators have
been found to be outside the agreement and have been quickly
brought back into line"

The system is working very smoothly at the current time.
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Transport of Quarry Materials

Main Roads has extended the self regulation principles into
the transport of quarry materials for three major projects to date"
The projects being -

the construction of the Nerang River Ent:rance Project,Gold Coast

the construction of the breakwater for the Townsvil1e Casino,
and

the construction of the Tug Boat Harbour at Half Tide near
Mackay

Each of these projects operated in a slightly different manner
using the principles of self regulation and each one resulted in an
extremely successful outcome. Details of these projects are
available on request to the author'"

Overall Findings

In the 1987 ca lender year 15 mobile enforcement teams using
portable scales weighed and checked 31,107 vehicles throughout
the state of Queensland. The grain and sugar cane industries
through the concession agreements weighed and monitored 107 ~555

vehicles in the same period. The advantages are quite apparent"

It is obvious from the results achieved that self regulation by
industry has a place in the road transport field provided industry
are committed to the negotiated deal and ensure strict compliance.
The industry authority handling the policing holds the key to
success" It must be strong and completely trustworthy as some
operators will try it out ..

The negotiated deal must have a built in checking system by
Governmentto ensure the deal is not open to abuse. In nearly all
cases a computer system is used to provide weekly reports. If
Government does not feel the policing authority is reputable~ self
regulation should not be considered"

Concluding Remarks

Main Roads Queensland has proved that self regulation has worked in
the areas where it has been introduced. Both industry and
Government are winners and the only loser has been the transport
operator who deliberately overloads..

It is agreed that in its current format it cannot be introduced
across the board~ but~ where it can operate successfully~ it should
be consider'ed as an option.,
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I feel that by breaking into new ground the Queensland Government
has opened the door for Industry and Government to negotiate. The
ideas put before you in this paper are submitted as a challenge to
find a better alternative to deregulation which will not work in
this particular area of the road transport industry.

In summary it can be stated that self regulation is another
tool that can be utilised to the advantage of all concerned in
achieving the basic aim of prolonging the life of pavements and
structures"
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APPEND IX (i)

"Scalies" blitz
wheat trucks

Chairman ot Bulk Oralns
Queensland, Don McKeehnle $aYS he
is annoyed by a minority ot transport
drivers who are reCusin, to stop (or
Main Roa.ds and fransponPol!cc and
then seeking protection In the truck
queuesatB"O.Q.depots.

Mr MdCcchnlc HId lballb_opcnton "cro
bfUkln, lb. ~.... and therl ....Quld 1Nl ao
prOtectlOB for lhcrnon 8.0.Q.pro~,.

In IlUcltOola, lite I\llhorilles by J..... lIld &110
with hll pcnoiulon eollld Ipprchen<lthe PCUOII
or pcnolllco~mcd even jf tIlcy ,.Ile within a
tlcPOI·l.lca,

Main Roads Police are 11I~~:.~~ri"'~~~roa1:~r::,c:.:r~;-B~':
bl1h:lng overloa:ded wheat Mumoy SM Iw warned of tile: pcnahla tllat

trucks bauUng a neaNecord cIri.~:::-~::c:dm~dmcnlSlbal hay~ c:omc In
harvest to GoondiwJndl and IhIs feat !hac pelllllla can be qui~ nnn,,"
otherdlstrlctdepots. aldMrMum.l'.

And they have the blessing ol IDeal fi~~~r;~~::~~~S,lhcllli.dmlllDPCiWl)' fOl"&

authoridcswhoclaim that overloading That. no.... hu been Ilia-cased 10 • mlnlmllm
causes hundreds of thousands of ptnllty of SJOO for twn, III W~lh and a
dollars worth DC damage to shlrc~ m1nlmumoU7:10IhherctwbftlUIl)'prcvlolU

roads. dta~:;,••dmump"naltI'US2000.
Tbosn.houkclhcchanccbyvclluulnl forth In the put rll'Oi monr.N. n drivushav. bcl:n

w1lhmorclllarllhe3f.lanndmilristnnauplo t1no:d and the nlUlllx:l' or dw"ICS la risJ,p,
UOOO. wltl\ainln!Jqum UOO(or '1i111 offence. 4r&m&Ilal11' as thcWhQIhuvcst InlelUina.

fmncr., anrJoUslyuyinllo hcoat thewco.thU Ten driYert ",ent tluouah Ihe Maais.tf&tCll
arrdoln'lhdruunost 10 deUycralllhdt wheat CllUf1 on Novanbrr I and this Is upcodcd 10
uquicklyasposslblc. almo$t double bribe AUt calIllVet dalc. thb

!l',apcrennW problcrn_ aUlhorlllcs tryIn, Friday,
10 prlltca Ibr r~cband Iba farmm Uyin,lo 'Cl And nsatlen arcn'lllltclylo,d beller for Ih.
thchll"'c$l in 10 thnilOl no IIl.IIl«whu. llUd;drhen.

Thll yW', bowa«, Ibe "'hcU cancn hay. TIl. memhcr for Iialoone. Mr Don NaI Aid
been bil M.rd rcl;entlrthat drlyen Who oycrl~ their ychidCl
~OfCll of IIckeu bav. bcclI lulled and 'l"I1I now be liable 10 proseculloll fordrJrin,oll

AmUIlOIUCS wW follo.... aor rord, foUowinJ adcdlillO byS'-lcCabind.

~..,.,""'"

Inddcru lleat Ooondlwindl. the UVCI of all~1
woe people werc 1.1 risk wbeA a U1lck driver
"PP&fClltJy rdllKd 10 ,top at. (Old blllek and
then ran throuah another rOld block operated
tor Blllk On.lns on th. J5ar'Iroll Hlah....y 10
allow IlLUhlncry 10 nou the hlshwi., tor Lb.
CllIIItnKl./onoftcnlporuystorqcs,

Mr IoklCcdUlla lIld Ib.II wider Ihr 'Inemmt
with Msln Road, .nd the Tran,port
Dcparunenl, Il'uCt qllnlCS and 4cpo1 lJlIuncb
were olr·linUtJ 10 Ib,· &lIihoritlca In IlOrmaI
dcllvcrydl'CIUJIll&lJCcS.

Howcvrr. wben someone noullId Ihe law on
Ihe open hl,bw.y by rerwlnl lOllOp when
requcsted, 00 prolectlon ,.0IlI4 beliv"l by Swt

M(.M~Xccluilesaid thal durtM-"\e r~t ClrzllllQllccndand,hellld"

II~IIIIIIIIUIIIIIIIU Ih. ~lJlJUU1J1IIIIIInl U IUIIIIIIUIU1111111111
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Mr Nca.l wd tbl.1 tJ1I.. nOW meanl IbaI thl
Main Roads Police, known to the (.atnICn as
"loC&llcs" bce::uuc DC thelt portlbleSQ.\cs" COIlEd
book clrivcrs carrylnl ovcrloadJ 04 all roads~

1I0ljllst themaln·foadl· nel,.ork.
"[Npco;Ion will now be able 10 wdJh and.

brneh ovcrloadod vdUdes on COIlncil roads,
Ibcrcby lncrcadna Ihe lire CllpccLl.llCJ' or Illest
rOldl."i&idMrNca.J.

Fccl1n~ hIVe run hith as Ih; Main Road
Polio;c, or "Scallcs" bll,v; 1itIc4 up tn&l:ks aion,
lhebl&/1wIY.

Many UlIck;u wcte IrIJI'}' U wet _lher
Weal.nod Iasl week ....d lhq wen hdd. lip 04
IMr~d.

"The ";IQI[q"thCllllClvcs thou&h~ placed
In the II.OCllY!ilble poIJtlon ot ~vlll, aJob WI
(IlIkcs lbelll the bill; of a U1IClt driver"
Cliste~ an4 yel as Mr Croll Wood. Depuly
Chairman or Ib;: WIJPIIlbl Shire aY', =SlUCS
public alel)'llJd I.&YCS lhoUlolDcb 01 dollan lA
IWdrepai~

Onc Mala Road" IN~or aa1d tlLat bt
undcnlood the an/mtWty IbaI lIWl.y l.ntct
driven lcltlllwudllhmtbUIU bepulll"'Job's
IJobllld Ju, f&lrlylJllportant On,II!haJ."

And llll.lll , view =nalnIr bll:kcd up by Mr
w".".

Mr WoociI, hlmulf I filllllClIIJll thal be b
fully aware of Ibt problcmllDd COlK'Cml 1n
leuln, whcatlO Ihedepol& bUI UlCOWIQUor bl
b I1so in. polll.lon to ICIlhI darPq. and COlI
thal overJOIdin. Q.l&SeI the RUparcn ol~
I1Utriet.

He uy. Ihat Ihl dlllll" callud by
oycrl0l4lnllldcarlr cvlcknl.

"The HarlllWl Srid,e baI over Ibll putlWO
)'Qn rcccIvcd ulmllivc rcpaln andln JlIIC!llI
last mllnlh 11 baI been IUbsl&fllla11r damalcdo"
br5&id.

"I &lll,\l$olulCly dlllIIIllld wllb _ of!lll
n~en ",110 do aoc 0AIy orcrklad bul
ovtrlOllibr IOOpcr~".

"Slim !lWIlve ovcr1oadlnl bulCl ofw!lCul
dcUfllCtloll to r"tcp"yen 1S1Il, .lId la
Ipproa.chlna Ihc crlmitL&l," hesa1d.

Mr WoodJ concllld04 t~1 bC:IClIIUI of lhr
irrqporuible .ltilude or IOmc of t.llc n1ep&ren
he will blve to "~cllllider the lkvc1oprnclll. or
CUl1herllitllllWlltl'tk WIII'IIlb&clivWoII,
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Grain Concession
Farm to B.G.a. Country Depot

A Grain Industry Self Regulation System.

SubJect to ccmpllance with Manufacturers GVM/GeM rating.

NEW PERCENTAGE

~ ~ IN .. ~... c• • ,

C5~. e-u...... w.1yM RO"'..' WoI.-.. Cod" e......... I.., W.!Uh1 R.lunl Wol;,hl e"". e-.uIO/l W.\)Il1 Relunl Wo'll/ll

01 16.01 16.7 , 11 40,7 t 42,.5 I 21 43.7 I 46.6 I

~-'.
.

,~... ~""'--.'fi -Cod. C_...1oII vnlQhl 1\.1lI..1 W,111h1 e"•• e"""...w" Wolu/Il 1I"lulll W.\i.Il~ CO~. e-•• ,,0Il W.'llI~ ""1....1 W.'eN

02 25.81 26.9 t 12 "1-.7 t 4B.0 t 22 43.71 45.6 t

~-.. ~ '"-INr' ~ • .. ..---..
C"d. ConeIl.I,," we'DhI Ho'.,.1 W,I(lId cnd, C.......loB Wo"". fI,l.n' WuVII Co•• Ccn:...."" WI!IIN fI."' ..' Wo'll/ll

O' 33,21 34,9 t I' 40,7 I 42,5 I 2. 67,,81 70,81

~--... ~ l..-...-J ~ ... W' ..- ..
ell.t c_........ W.iII'" R.r.... W.l~ Cod, CooU..I"" W.1g/l1 11,1...1 W.IQld

Cod, C",,~u""" W.1g/l1 ""'."1 w.~

04 36,7 I 38,3 , 14 43.71 45.6 I 24 75,21 78,6 I

~ feLR
- -......-' T--.-' ~'.. .. W ...

Cd, C_.UIol\ W.""', l\.r•••1 WolUfll CUI e-...kl WIIljIII\ 11.1...1 W.IW>I COd. C<:no:...1On W.'IlII\I ""ll...,W~
OS 33.2 1 34,,9 I I. 43,01 44,9 t 25 78.7 I 8211

~-.'~- '
f-.--:. '
~-W '-.-----' "8 .'.-....

,,~ eono...IOlI W~fIlIII 11,,1....' W~Ip~ Co~. C.......I.n W"IlII~ 1\101"011 W"III~ c.~" ~...IOlIW>Oglll 1101....1 W~1ll/Il

06 36.7 1 38.3 I 1. 43.71 45,6 t 2S 72,2 t 74,3 I

~ 'T-'-.-' -"--' ~-~--_.
"8 NI' .. W

Cod, Conellll... Wlla''' A"I".., W.llIl'Il Co~" C_...lon W.lunl fM....IWulghl Co... t:anc"0I"1 w~oQI'II FIoI,,"11 W.iQhI

07 35,6 , 37.1' 17 20,,1 t 21,,0 I 27 79,,'7 t 82,,1 I

~, '..--H' "--..' ". -.. -,

Coat c.......IonW.1II'II A.I....l W.......I COIII c........,... W"'~~l '101"111 W~1g111 Coo. e-..lon WIIQN 11110..1 w.1;I'II
06 43,,0 I 44,,9 I 16 27.61 28.8 t 28 83.1 t 85,71

~ ~ .....--.
Co,u, c.......IoIIW.1g/Il A.l....' W~I{j!'1 CO~I Cof>I:... I"" WUV>l n......, W.1tlIII
09 23,51 24,5 I 19 43.7 , 45.6 I

"'ii •, 'lI-lIot' '---..-'
Cod. Cone,..lon Wtlg/ll 11.1....' W.lllll ,.~ ClO'ICllilO1l W.luIll 1101".., W"IIIl~

10 33,,21 34,,9 I 20 43.7 I 45,,6 t

'-- --
CODE

J" Nil 8 ., 7.5% 15 - 7,5% 22 . 4%

2, 3,2% 9. 6,,8% 16. 40% 23, 11 1%

3, 7,,0% 10.- 7,0% 17 Nil 24. 12,2%

4, I 9% 11.- 10 0% 18 6 1% 25, 9 3%

5" 7,0% 12.- 6 4% 19, - 4,,0% 26. - 7,,8%

6, 7. 9% 13 10,0% 20 - 4 ,0% 27. 9 3%

) 44% 14 - 92% 21 .. 4,,0% 28" 6,6%
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FARM TO B.G.Q.
COUNTRY DEPOT

VEHICLE LOADING
CONCESSION

AS REVISED 1937

A GRAIN INDUSTRY SELF-REGULATION SYSTEM

The Grain Vehicle Concession system which was Introduced In 1986 proved 10 be mutuaUy beneflcisllo both the Industry and
the State Government. The Association together with Bulk Grains Queens!and and t~e Barley Marketing Board and Central
Queensland Grain Sorghum MarkeUng Board have reviewed the system with the Main Roads Department

The System will contlnue as set out below, with special emphasis on the responsibility of operators to distribute loads eventy
over the axles and to load safelY having regard to manufacturers' ratings Enforcement of the requtrements will be exercIsed by
Main Road Inspectors If operators fall to acl responsibly

Concession weights have been reviewed In the light oflhe lirst year's experience end the recent Increase in Queensland"s road
vehicle limils
Because the Increased gross mess limits are available only where they ara within the manUfacturers' rallngs Ilnd thoel raUngs
are 10 be enforced as Irom August3, the concession weights will remain unaltered except for Codes 12 25,26,27 and 28 which
contain tri'i1xle artlculsted trailers Refusal weights remain unaltered except for Code 12

THE CONCESSION
Applies to vehicles carrying any type of grain Irom farm to B.G.Q. country depots, including certain delivery points used by
lhe Barley Marketing Board and the Centraf Queensland Grain Sorghum Markellng Board which are under the control of
BGQ
The Peanut Marketing Board, Navy Bean Marketing Board, Rice Marketing Board and Atherton TablelandMalze Marketing
Boerd have all been Included In thlli system, having met the required self-regulation obligations to the satisfaction 01 the
Main RoadS Department Journeys In excess of 100km are not eligible for the concession with these grains

Legal load will be the concession weights set oul on the reverse and on official truck stickers Thily are the weights
established lor the concession when Introduced In 1986 except for Codes 12 25,26, 27 and 28

Individual axle limits wlH not normally be policed but operators can expect enforceffisntand the Issue of breaches If they fall
to distribute Ihe load evenly

Operators should be awarE! that the manufacture"s rating is overriding limit if it is lower for any Indlviduallruck, Unsafe
operation could result in prosecution

The concession weight lor each vehicle configurallon Is shown on the chart overleaf

Stickers designed to give easy recognition of each of the 28 axle configurations and their concesslonal weights will be
available from B G,Q depots,

Vehicles carrying wheal sold privately under permll and vehicles delivering grain 10 merchants or end-users through private
sale are not eligible for the conceaslon and will be subject to normal weight limits

Deliveriesdirect 10 port,lIIt1atever thelrorlgln, arJ not eligibie lorthe c;:oncession (excepl forsmall number of growers close
to Brisbane, Mackay and Gladstone for whom the port has traditionally been recognised as their natural depot)

SELF REGULATION

B.G,Q. will administer self..regulallon on behalf of the Industry, However losda exceeding lhe conceulon welghl& will sUII
ba lIabla to checking on the road and to prosecution lor breaches though the aim of sell-regulation is 10 make It
unnecessary for mobile patrols 10 operate at harvest. Mobile patrols may nevertheless by required If operatora fall tocomply
with even distribution over axles and safeloadlng according to manufaclurer's ratings,

• Loads which exceed the concession weight but ere fess than refusal weights will be received at depot but repor!gd to the
Main Roads Department, The Department at Its discretion will counsel or warn operators considered to beekceeding tha
concession too frequently Prosecutions will not be commenced on these notifications

Loads WhIch exceed refusal weights will be rejected by B G Q They must return to the farm of origin and wlU be Immuna
Irom prosecution provIded they do so,

The Main Roads Deparlment wlll take acllon If Operalors with rejected loads try\ocircumvenl theself-regulatlon llystem lor
ekample, by reducing the load at nearby premises and then re··prel'entlng It
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Vehicle concession
system worked well

QuoMIIond'o pain
vohlclo c_n
oyotem opln per'
lormod woO In the
1987 _I and bI...
lay horv..I, accord.
1nl 10 the Grol..
.......... AuocIoUon.

'The Auoclation'ji aen­
eral manager. Gcorgc
HoueD, said depot rece!.
\'&1 flaura compil~ by
Bulk Grains Queensland
showed wat compliance
with the conccuion
wc1ghtJ had been limllar
to 1986, which meant
that groq overloading
had been virlull.1ly
t1iminattd"

The Jwoclatlon and
Bulk Oraw Queensland
would meet Main Roads
Department orflcen soon
to review the operation
of the IYstcm.

Mr Houell said" the
pio~g self-regulatlon
deal whlch the arwo In..
dUltr)' had litruck with

GEORGE HOUEN
lhe Queensland Qovern­
ment had proved Itself 10
r«lucina road damlllc
and' the Government's
policing· cWila, whUc also
helping grain ,rowers to
keep theJr ort··farm COIU
down through alighlly

hlghct h!galloads and rc-·
duccd dela)'s with" road·
side wclahl llUipccdons.

With the self.rcau1a­
don S)'SlCm In pillet: there
had been faJrly wide­
spread concern expressed
b)' irowClS over the level
of Inspecl10n du.rlna the
recent harvest.

The Association had
kept close contact with
lhe Milln Roads Depart.
ment and Bulk ·Gralns to
emure that Ote mutllaJ
co-operation on which
the ')'Item depended wu
maunalned.

Fairly active pollclns
hac! been undertaken by
the departmCtlt to CllJluro
Ihat truck opcraton com­
plkd with their obliga­
tion lo spread loads
evenly over 'the axles.

A1J a fault • number
or arowers and operators
had been Iuued with
breaches and subsequent­
ly rqvcd waminSi or
awnmonstl.

Operators win. the
cancCS510n mUlt alio ob­
Krve Ihe requirement to
load IIfely havinj regard
lo tbo capadty 01 hull.
\'iduaJ vehicles, as .peel·
fied by the manu..
IACturm' ratin.l.

There could be prob­
Ic:nu Wllh Inulranee cover
If an overloaded truck Is
InvolVed In an accldenl,
especially if the excess
load ClU&CS or (onlrib­
UlCl to the accident.

Mr HouCIl said compU..
eadoM wore occucrlna

with the Increasina vol­
ume of domestic wheat
and .barley belD, lolel
and delivered privately at
harvest lime under. per_
nut.

The Brldn W"I not coy..
ered by the araln vehicle
cancasion s)'stem and
weight-ol-load illliPClCtofl
had to be acUve al har­
veat time to elUurc nor..
nud load limits were
compiled with by those
trucka._ ___ .
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